Hardware failure in vagus nerve stimulation therapy.
A 20 year old male patient who had been successfully treated for epilepsy with vagus nerve stimulation (VNS) for 7 years (50% seizure frequency reduction), had experienced multiple episodes of severe hoarseness, throat pain and impaired breathing during physical exercise. As malfunctioning of the pulse generator was suspected, it was decided to replace the device. During surgery, the pulse generator was found to have broken in two, due to an unstable connection between the battery subunit and the connector subunit. With a new pulse generator seizure frequency reduction was restored. No side effects occurred.